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Our free Christian society is made possible by the dissemination of truth for which a free press is essential. Despite their other fine qualities, a large proportion of the daily press and radio 
caters to the most materialistic and sensational in popular tastes, and, along with the leading news weeklies, yields to the economic, political and military pressures that play upon narrow 
provincialism and our national prejudices. The mass media, therefore, are not adequate for the Christian mind which would maintain its dedication to truth. For its more discerning public, 
Between The Lines presents carefully selected reports, analyses and forecasts, highly condensed and drawn from the most avthoritative sources, providing the layman with greater insight 
into the crucial issues of the day. These efforts are dedicated to the belief that only as our society is motivated by Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent 
in war and communism and move forward out of the tribalism of men towards brotherhood in the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in a nuclear age. 





Churchmen As Citizens 

Churchmen in Los Angeles have 
helped to recover the spirit of de- 
mocracy and progress for the pub- 
lic schools after a “dark age” of 
intimidation and oppression by a 
small but powerful group of reac- 
tionary fanatics. During the last 
few years the Los Angeles schools 
have been the targets of disgraceful 
attacks by those who opposed all 
forms of international cooperation 
and repeatedly smeared the United 
Nations and UNESCO as commu- 
nistic, with the usual failure to sub- 
mit any substantiation for such 
charges. But any teacher or school 
principal who insisted upon allow- 
ing the pupils to hear something 
about the UN became marked for 
personal smears; many were in- 
timidated, others saw their careers 
blighted by the extremists. Behind 
this smokescreen, the entire school 
system deteriorated. 

Finally a committee of church- 
men, under the chairmanship of 
Bishop Kennedy of the Methodist 
Church, was organized to fight the 
re-election of the two most reac- 
tionary members of the school 
board. This committee of civic 
leaders included representatives 
from leading Protestant denomina- 
tions, outstanding Jewish com- 
munity leaders and prominent fig- 
ures in both political parties and 
in labor organizations. 

The committee was bitterly op- 
posed by most Southern California 
newspapers, including the Los An- 
geles Times and the Hearst publi- 
cations, which as usual supported 
fanatical right-wing extremists and 
did everything possible to discredit 
and destroy the influence of the 
churchmen on the committee as 
well as the candidates it sponsored. 
Yet these two well-qualified can- 
didates roundly defeated the cham- 
pions of isolation, racialism and 
school neglect, despite the united 
opposition of most of the press and 
the entrenched political machines. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HE FOUNDER OF MODERN PHYSICS, Max Born, who was the 

teacher of Oppenheimer, Teller, Fermi and many others associated with 
the United States atomic developments, has lifted his voice out of re- 
tirement to make one of the most significant pleas for an awakening to 
the enlarged moral responsibilities the nations must face in the nuclear 
age. In The Bulletin of The Atomic Scientists for June, 1957, Prof. Born 
declares that it isn’t science or the atom that has become dangerous — 
“The source of danger is in us all, in the weaknesses and passions of 
ordinary human beings.” He pleads for a new way of thinking. He charges 
the atomic scientist with a cleverness shorn of moral consciousness and 
moral responsibility. He labels the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
a crime against all humanity and warns that the master of the universe 
is saying to mankind, “Do you want to live, increase in number and im- 
prove your condition? I am giving you the key to your future, but on one 
condition: that you give up your quarrels, suspicions and brute force. If 
you refuse, woe betide you.” 

Prof. Born adds further, “Amongst Christians there should be no 
need for such abstract formulations.” (He describes the moral responsibil- 
ity of scientists in abstract terms.) “It should be sufficient to take the teach- 
ing of Christ seriously and to measure good and bad, not with a national, 
but with a human gauge. Never in history was this demand so pressing, 
never the punishment for refusing it so obvious.” 

NOTE THE ADMONITION to measure good and evil in human 
terms and not on a basis of nationalism. Almost all leading physicists be- 
lieve that nationalism, which emphasizes superiority and sovereignty, 
must be replaced by a spirit of universal brotherhood. The political ills 
and tyrannies of our day arise out of conditions created by the sins of all 
mankind. If we continue to destroy tyrants by destroying people, we will 
destroy ourselves. The Brotherhood of Man which Jesus taught has be- 
come a necessity for survival. 


ORLD CONCERNS continue to focus on the Mideast because of 

its great resources, strategic location and political instability. The 
trend of affairs there follows quite closely our forecasts made at the incep- 
tion of Eisenhower's Mideast doctrine: That any program implemented by 
armed might would not only fail to meet the political and economic needs 
of the Mideast but would leave wide avenues of approach open to Com- 
munist infiltration. 

THE GROWTH OF DICTATORSHIPS and political turbulence 
in Syria and Egypt is played up in our press in a tone that implies “We 
may have to go in and straighten things out.” Meanwhile the truth about 
conditions, equally bad or worse, in U. S. dominated Jordan, Lebanon, 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia are suppressed. 

AMERICAN NEWS DISPATCHES, for instance, elaborating on 
the totalitarian nature of the Nasser regime in Egypt, emphasized the 
oppressive one-party system during recent elections. But British news 
correspondents point out that there has been more violence and as little 
democracy in the recent Lebanon elections as in Egypt, with wholesale 
intimidation of voters by the pro-American Lebanese party leaders. One 
person was killed for every two deputies elected to the Lebanon Assem- 


bly. (This is in the area where the American Marines landed during the 
(continued on NEXT page) 


“What Can I Do?”’ 


Few communities in the U. S. 
are entirely free of race tensions — 
with respect to Negroes, Asian- 
Americans or Spanish-Americans. 
Should these smoldering tensions 
blaze up in your community, where 
would you stand, how would you 
implement your beliefs in tolerance 
and justice? 

Recently, in the all-white com- 
munity of Levittown, Pa., citizens 
of goodwill had to find these an- 
swers suddenly. For a Negro cou- 
ple, Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Myers (he 
is an engineer and she is a college 
graduate and former teacher) moved 
their young family into a pleasant 
house they had purchased on a 
“nice” street. Overnight resentment 
built up into mob action with 
crowds milling around the house 
and stoning the windows. The local 
police were unable to control the 
situation, but Gov. Leader acted 
promptly and sent in the state 
troopers. 

But just dispersing the mob and 
protecting the Myers family and 
their house from immediate phys- 
ical danger was not enough. A cli- 
mate of goodwill, tolerance and 
brotherhood would be needed to 
avoid future trouble. 


A nearby Quaker community 
center went into action, in cooper- 
ation with pastors and other reli- 
gious leaders of the area, to organ- 
ize a citizens committee which 
worked out a formula for peaceful 
(but not passive) resistance. Mem- 
bers of the committee arranged 
to take turns staying in the Myers 
home day and night, and white 
neighbors, for the present, accom- 
pany Mrs. Myers whenever she 
goes shopping or out on any other 
errands; they do this in a pleasant 
spirit, visiting together and intro- 
ducing her to any friends they en- 
counter. Neighbors have helped Mr. 
Myers repair the broken windows 
of his home, and one afternoon two 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 








“What Can I Do?” 


(continued) 
little girls came shyly up the walk, 
rang the doorbell and gave Mrs. 
Myers bouquets of flowers. 

The group which incited the 
mob violence actually represented 
less than one per cent of the resi- 
dents of Levittown and attendance 
at its so-called mass meetings is 
decreasing. Yet the citizens com- 
mittee expects to be needed in the 
community for some time to come, 
and will provide the Myers family 
with companions for their daily 
routine of living as long as neces- 
sary. 

Trouble also falls on those who 
have helped in the committee’s ac- 
tion. For example, a declaration of 
conscience, which confirmed in very 
mild terms belief in equal constitu- 
tional rights for all citizens, was 
signed by a long list of local resi- 
dents whose names were published 
in the town paper. Some of the 
signers have had protests from their 
employers, threats from customers. 
Certain committee members have 
been smeared as “left-wing” or 
“communistic.” 

The citizens committee has, how- 
ever, provided a clear statement of 
action for the great majority of 
residents who deplore mob vio- 
lence, discrimination or intimidation. 

Briefly, four suggestions are pre- 
sented as effective public relations 
techniques: (1). Get the facts — and 
when confronted with a rumor, an- 
swer it with a fact, or insist on sub- 
stantiation. (2). Discuss the prob- 
lem with neighbors and strive for 
a peaceful solution by explaining 
the issue, especially trying to reach 
those who haven’t decided exactly 
where they stand. (3). Write letters 
to the newspapers and to public 
officials —to protest distorted re- 
ports or injustice; to praise fair and 
reasonable press stories and honor- 
able official actions. (4). Write, 
phone or call on the Myers and 
their friends to let them know how 
many families of goodwill live in 
the community. 

The plan of action developed in 
this emergency provides an excel- 
lent program for other communi- 
ties that may be confronted with 
a similar problem. In fact a good 
project for a young married cou- 
ples’ class or church group would 
be a permanent Visitation Commit- 
tee to be alert for “incidents” that 
create tension. Friendly visitation 
is an effective weapon of goodwill. 
A friendly interest is never called 
“butting in” except by those who 
have something to hide. Getting ac- 
quainted with the grievances on 
both sides in friendly visitation can 
lead to a friendly get-together of 
the opposing parties. This is the 
art of reconciliation —a fruit of 
Christian teaching, yet one seldom 
used by Christians. 


X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


disturbances in Jordan.) The Manchester Guardian correspondent stated 
(Aug. 7th) that there was also much falsification of election returns, that 
the traffic in buying votes was open from start to finish, prices being dis- 
cussed in newspapers and on the street corners of Beirut. 

IN IRAQ the parliament was closed in June by the American- 
and-British-backed prime minister without even a vote to adjourn. No free 
elections have been held in Iraq for years, nor are any in prospect. In 
Jordan all political freedom has been outlawed, and an outright military 
dictatorship has been established under U. S. sponsorship. The only free 
election Jordan has had recently brought to power Suleiman Nabulsi who 
was a “left-winger” and friendly to Russia. Though elected by the popu- 
lar support of the people, he was kicked out by King Hussein while the 
king was backed by the U. S. Sixth Fleet during the spring disturbances. 
Undoubtedly Nabulsi was plotting against the King, but only U. S. bay- 
onets can keep Hussein secure against his own ragged embittered sub- 
jects. Do we gain by that? 

THE TYRANNY AND CORRUPTION IN SAUDI ARABIA, 
under the protection of American oil and the U. S. military, is notorious 
and is accepted with such cynicism in Washington that expressions of 
concern are usually met with the apologetic comment that “We must 
realize little can be done in such difficult and complex situations.” That 
is understandable, but it is also important to realize that the Communist 
infiltrators are very busy doing something about these situations, and 
that the American policy has been to maintain the status quo no matter 
how primitive and corrupt. Even King Saud’s custom of cutting out 
tongues and staking his malcontents out over anthills, while the U. S. 
oil company men and the U. S. Air Force guards look the other way, 
won’t stop the continued progress of the Red infiltrators. They are work- 
ing all through the Arabian world— in the poverty and despair that 
spreads everywhere beyond the air-conditioned palaces of the medieval 
oligarchies, who live on the lavish incomes provided by the U. S. and 
British oil companies as they drain away the area’s natural wealth. 

THE MESSAGE OF THE MARXIST REVOLUTIONARIES 
will continue to get through as it has in Egypt and Syria — “Break the 
stranglehold of the foreign imperialist exploiters, destroy the ‘royal’ leech- 
es who suck your blood, free your motherland of the spoilers. The Soviet 
offers money, materials and guidance, asking only your friendship and 
cooperation to make the world fit for the workers and peasants. Send 
your youth to us: see how Russia has been transformed in one genera- 
tion, how Red China has marched forward in one decade from slavery to 
power.” (From the Communist pamphlet “A Manifesto for the Muslin 
Patriotic Proletariat,” which has been circulated through the Mideast.) 

WE ARE MOVING STEADILY TOWARDS THE DAY when 
the people of the Mideast, strongly influenced by such propaganda, will 
revolt in one way or another. The foreign press is reflecting an increasing 
awareness of this danger. If a better life cannot be won without Russia’s 
assistance, then Moscow’s help will be accepted as in Egypt and Syria. Yet, 
as we have reiterated, authoritative observers in Egypt and Syria all em- 
phasize the desire of the leadership of those countries to remain inde- 
pendent of Moscow. They have no intention of trading Western domina- 
tion for Russian domination. But it is futile to warn them of that danger 
while the only alternative is to remain chattels to U. S. and British oil 
and military diplomacy. 

THE COMMUNISTS HAVE GAINED GROUND recently in 
India, Indonesia and Okinawa through free elections. Under the very 
eaves of the billion dollar U. S. military establishment in Okinawa, the 
island’s top official, a pro-Communist, has just been re-elected, notwith- 
standing U. S. opposition. In Indonesia, the Communists have captured 
control of Java which represents 55 million of the nation’s 80 million 
population. In the state of Kerala — which has the highest literacy rate 
of any Indian state — the Communists are in power largely because of 
unemployment among the educated classes. As William Clark of the 
London Observer, writing from Delhi, emphasizes, the Communists, in 
all these areas, are determined to prove that Marxism provides a pro- 
gram of voluntarily accepted discipline which can get things done where 
selfishness and inertia have blocked progress. None of these states want 
close association with Russia. The cruel oppression of Hungary has created 
strong feelings against the Soviet. But the remarkable growth of Russia’s 
industrial and political power and the impressive gains which Red China 
has made in one decade impress the awakening peoples of the backward 
states. Communist gains through free elections may be the next most im- 
portant trend. (See the analysis of Red gains by Keyes Beech on Aug. 23 
which ran in the Chicago Daily News and Washington Post.) 

ARMED TO THE TEETH with high-speed weapons for mass 
slaughter, what will we do to meet this advance of the dispossessed? Drop 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Race and Brotherhood 


IN SOUTH AFRICA: In the 
convulsive race struggle that af- 
flicts many parts of the world, the 
Christian church and its witness to 
the brotherhood of man remains a 
paramount influence. In South 
Africa, during the late: spring and 
summer, the churches of all de- 
nominations have united in opposi- 
tion to the oppressive segregation 
laws of the South African Govern- 
ment. All of the 14 Anglican bish- 
ops called for an open defiance of 
the Government’s segregation laws, 
especially as these laws apply to 
segregation in the churches. The 
statement of the bishops was read 
from all Anglican pulpits. 


The Methodists, Baptists, Con- 
gregationalists, Presbyterians—even 
the powerful Dutch Reformed 
Church (which comes near to be- 
ing the state church of South Afri- 
ca) — have all taken a united stand 
against the enforcement of segrega- 
tion laws in the churches. Previous- 
ly the Dutch Reformed Church has 
stood by the apartheid laws which 
enforce segregation in all phases of 
South African life, but the attempt 
to enforce segregation in the 
churches has united all Christen- 
dom behind the basic principles of 
Christian brotherhood under the fa- 
therhood of God. Even if the 
Dutch Reformed hierarchy should 
continue to support segregation in 
secular life, their stand on the en- 
forcement of the segregation laws 
in the churches has encouraged all 
other denominations to unite in 
their opposition to segregation in 
general. 


IN TEXAS, church leaders were 
able to check the stampede in the 
Texas Legislature towards the pas- 
sage of nearly a dozen bills intro- 
duced by racial segregationists to 
thwart the Supreme Court’s dec- 
laration. 

The hue and cry over the state 
was that the church should stay out 
of politics, with some of the loud- 
est voices in support of segregation 
coming from certain pulpits. But 
Methodist Bishop Martin, Episco- 
pal Bishop Jones, the synod execu- 
tive of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A., J. Hoytt Boles, and other 
denominational leaders, including 
Archbishop Lucey of the Roman 
Catholic Church, brought enough 
pressure to bear on the State Leg- 
islature to stop all but two bills 
out of the twelve that were pro- 
posed. And these two which were 
passed were so weakly implement- 
ed that it is doubtful that they will 
have any effect on progress toward 
racial integration. Most political 
leaders, including the Governor, 
“went fishing” and remained non- 
committal, although at election 
time they all use their church 


(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Race and Brotherhood 
(continued) 

membership as propaganda to get 
votes. Some of the proposed bills 
would have barred members of the 
NAACP from any public employ- 
ment, would have withheld state 
funds from any integrated schools, 
would have provided state funds to 
educate pupils in private schools 
where integration had been at- 
tempted. Many other harsh meas- 
ures have been proposed. With a 
few brave exceptions, Baptist lead- 
ers were conspicuously absent from 
the fray. A few notable Baptist 
preachers lent their voices to the 
segregationalists. 


IN LOUISIANA Catholic lay- 
men recently learned more about 
their church’s worldwide stand on 
racial equality as well as something 
of its totalitarian character. An as- 
sociation of influential Catholic 
laymen had by-passed their arch- 
bishop who insisted on desegrega- 
tion in the churches. They appealed 
directly to Pope Pius XII to stop 
racial integration in the Catholic 
Church, demanding not only that 
their Archbishop Rummel be re- 
pudiated for his insistence on de- 
segregation but that the papacy 
also decree segregation not to be 
morally wrong and sinful as the 
archbishop had maintained it was. 

The Vatican answered this peti- 
tion with a reiteration that racial 
segregation is wrong and sinful. 
Rome further charged the Louisi- 
ana laymen with being themselves 
unworthy of Catholic practice by 
rebelling against the authority of 
God as vested in the bishopric. It 
was also pointed out that they re- 
vealed an ignorance of church law 
by appealing to the Pope directly 
instead of petitioning the College 
of Cardinals which deals with all 
the affairs of the church as revela- 
tions and light are handed down 
from the Holy See. 





BIRTH CONTROL IN CHINA: 
For the first time, the Red leaders 
in Peking are openly advocating 
birth control. Communist health of- 
ficials, under instructions from Liu 
Shao Chi, head of the Peoples Con- 
gress and generally ranked second 
to Mao Tse Tung, have called for 
widespread discussion and educa- 
tion on the problem of over-popula- 
tion. A Reuters news dispatch re- 
ports that editorials on this subject 
have appeared in official Commu- 
nist publications. While the Com- 
munists indicate that no forceful 
measures will be taken, the people 
will be urged to change their atti- 
tudes toward early marriage and 
families that are as large as possi- 
ble. Propaganda will be directed to- 
ward the economic, educational and 
cultural advantages of smaller 
families. 


THE UNEXPECTED FRONT 
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X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 
atom bombs and missiles on the ragged marchers? Would hydrogen 
bombs over Moscow diminish the hunger, poverty and desperate longing 
of the people throughout Asia, the Mideast and Africa for fulfillment? We 
can and must find a better answer than that. 


URTHER LIGHT on this entire problem is found in the disarma- 

ment stalemate. Here again the American people are only getting half 
the story. True it is that the Russians have backed out on every proposal 
the U. S. delegates have made. And President Eisenhower has offered 
some real concessions. At first, we would not consider stopping atom 
bomb tests until the Soviet accepted fireproof inspection systems and 
agreed to cease processing atomic materials for military purposes. We 
now have offered to try a stop-test program for two years — with limited 
inspection. But the Soviet will not agree to stop the processing of atomic 
materials unless the U. S. agrees to ban all atomic warfare. This is of 
course what all the little people on the earth pray for, and it leaves in 
Moscow’s hands the long end of the propaganda warfare. 


THE RUSSIANS WILL REFUSE TO BUDGE on any disarma- 
ment plan unless the U. S. will pull out our bombing bases, which crowd 
upon the Soviet perimeter in Turkey, Greece, Arabian states, Pakistan, 
Thailand and Japan. In what amounts to a totalitarian suppression of vital 
information, the American public is given no inkling of the Russian rea- 
soning behind their position: What good would any inspection system be 
in terms of Soviet security if that inspection must accept placidly those 
long rows of U. S. jet bombers that stand poised for flight within minutes 
of Russian cities? Even the textbooks used at West Point would support 
the Soviet position at every point of this argument. A fundamental of 
U. S. military tactics has always been that no belligerent power shall be 
permitted to occupy areas adjacent to our frontiers. We expect Russia 
to accept a situation this country would not tolerate. 

We feel justified in this obviously unbalanced and unfair distribu- 
tion of offensive power on the grounds that it is a safeguard against Com- 
munist aggression, but any sane judgment of the situation must also re- 
cognize that the very able and tough-minded military commanders re- 
sponsible for Russia’s defense would never accept such an overweening 
violation of all principles of military tactics. Until this stalemate is re- 
solved, there will be little progress in disarmament. 


THE SOVIET HAS COUNTERED this uneven picture (which 
they feel has been forced upon them) by the announcement that they are 
NOW prepared to engage in high speed intercontinental warfare. Ac- 
cording to the Washington Post, Aug. 30th, U. S. agents in Russia report 
that six or more giant missiles have been tested in Siberia. The claim is 
now made by the Democrats, hot after an issue to use against the Ad- 
ministration, that the Soviet is two years ahead of us and that thus the 
danger of a Soviet attack is acute— which is plain unfounded hysteria. 
The Kremlin plan is much smarter, cleverer. They want worldwide rev- 
olution — which would leave something to build on — and not world- 
wide destruction. 


HE COURAGE AND HEALTHY CURIOSITY OF AMERICAN 
YOUTH is shattering some of the prejudice and provincialism that 
have encrusted American attitudes. The growing emphasis on science in 


our education is creating a generation who are insistent on the right to 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Radiation Exposure 

One of the most unassailable ar- 
guments presented by scientists 
who oppose continued atomic 
bomb tests is that too little is known 
of the effects of radiation upon 
human life to judge the danger ac- 
curately. Most geneticists are con- 
vinced that much damage is being 
done in unknown ways. For this 
reason, as this Newsletter has often 
reported, the cocksure reassurances 
to the public by the Atomic Ener- 
gy Commission, that the present 
tests cannot cause harm, have been 
refuted repeatedly by the top-rank- 
ing geneticists and experts in 
radiology. 


This view was re-emphasized in 
a report prepared by scientists as- 
sociated with the National Acade- 
my of Sciences which raised by 
more than one-third the estimates 
of genetically dangerous radiation 
received by individuals from medi- 
cal X-ray treatment. Heretofore, 
the National Academy of Sciences 
has estimated that, over a 30-year 
period, the average person’s repro- 
ductive organs receive an estimated 
accumulated exposure of about 
three roentgens. But this year’s re- 
ports to the Academy of Sciences 
by radiation specialists indicate that 
the average person in the United 
States is probably being exposed to 
about 4.6 roentgens of radiation 
during the first 30 years instead of 
the 3 R figure reported last year. 
(A roentgen is a unit of measure- 
ment of radiation dose.) 

Not only do the experts con- 
stantly find new information that 
revises past estimates of how much 
radiation the average human being 
receives through normal exposure 
but, still more important, they have 
also lowered from time to time the 
estimated amount of radiation the 
average human being can absorb 
without damage. The rate of toler- 
ance for X-ray workers and those 
employed in atomic centers has 
been lowered year after year as 
more information has been accum- 
ulated by scientific research. Thus 
all new findings continue to sup- 
port the view of the geneticists 
that “We don’t know for certain 
the nature and quantity of danger 
the human race is exposed to 
through radiation — and when we 
find out it may be too late.” 

This report also lends new sup- 
port to the repeated warnings of 
atomic officials and scientists that 
man faces a far greater danger 
from medical use of radiation than 
he does from radioactive fall-out 
from atomic testing. However, logic 
and common sense would empha- 
size that the addition of radiation 
poison from atomic bomb tests 
lowers the amount of additional ex- 
posure the average individual can 
risk through X-ray and other nec- 
essary health treatments. 








Big Greed 

Most informed Americans are 
now aware of the beost to inflation 
that resulted from U. S. Steel's 
price raise of $6 per ton after their 
record-breaking profits in 1956 and 
the preceding vears. Senate inquir- 
ies into this price boost received 
fair coverage in the nation’s press. 
However. very little has been re- 
ported of U. S. Steel's pressure on 
the Federal Government to make 
a free gift to U. S. Steel of about 
$92 million — by getting the Gov- 
ernment to dig a deep channel in 
the Upper Delaware River so big- 
ger ore ships can reach the giant 
steel works at Morrisville, Pa. This 
costly project which would benefit 
only one private company was 
quietly and skillfully steered through 
the congressional appropriations 
committee in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. Unless blocked by some 
courageous voices in the Senate, 
the appropriation will be okayed 
there. 

In 1955 the Delaware River Val- 
ley was the scene of one of the 
most damaging floods in recent his- 
tory. Engineers warn that the deep- 
er channel demanded by U. S. Steel 
will increase the flood danger, since 
the disaster a few years ago was 
largely caused by hurricane-driven 
waters being forced up the Dela- 
ware by storm winds. Delaware 
Valley residents have, thus far, 
been turned down on all requests 
for a flood control program — 
which would benefit all citizens in 
a great area. 

If groups of small businesses or 
private citizens sought Govern- 
ment aid for themselves, for 
schools, health, etc., U. S. Steel 
would be the first to brand such 
requests as “socialistic.” Yet this 
tax-free gift of some $92 million 
to help U. S. Steel increase profits 
will be pushed through Congress 
unless enough Senators have the 
courage and are free from corpora- 
tion pressure to call a halt. 


AUTO INSURANCE GOUG- 
ING: A_ Senate subcommittee 
which investigated auto marketing 
practices heard testimony from 
spokesmen for the Better Business 
Bureaus who revealed that many 
auto insurance and finance com- 
panies cheat auto buyers to the 
tune of millions of dollars on auto 
insurance and time-payment con- 
tracts. Some buyers pay as much 
as 600 per cent interest on time 
contracts that are paid in advance 
of due date. Thousands of car-pur- 
chase contracts are overloaded with 
insurance based on false classifica- 
tion of drivers, which costs them 
the highest rate when actually the 
family who purchases the contract 
is entitled to a much cheaper rate. 
A Government investigator report- 


ed that “It is plainly ridiculous to 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


know. We can’t fan their interest in the nature of the upper atmosphere 
and the radiation of distant stars without also lighting their interest in 
the people of Russia and China. 


THE POWERFUL POLITICO-MILITARY EXTREMISTS, who 
have foisted upon the American mind the idea that ignorance is the 
best defense, tried to head off the student excursions behind the Iron 
Curtain this past summer. (The same politicos blocked all suggestions 
that a great World Youth Congress be held in the United States — “We 
don’t want ’em goin’ and we don’t want ‘em comin’ ’’— and thus let 
this great propaganda weapon fall to the Soviet.) But a large group of 
American students did go to Moscow, and once there, saw how stupid 
was the Kremlin’s Iron Curtain and how high were the walls of pre- 
judice and ignorance that have surrounded American thinking. 


OUR MOST EFFECTIVE AMBASSADORS were these young 
people who created riotous intellectual disturbances all over the Soviet 
— wherever institutions of higher learning are to be found. Great holes 
were torn in the intellectual Iron Curtains of the Soviet, holes that can 
never be repaired. The attitudes of the U. S. visitors made it startlingly 
clear to Soviet youth that there can be no enduring progress without free- 
dom of thought and unrestricted truth-seeking. Of course there were 
Soviet students who determinedly defended their own system and re- 
futed the arguments hurled at them. But, as one American observer re- 
ported, “Even the most ardent Communists learned that their position 
could be undermined by any honest view of history. It left them angry 
and shaken.” (N. Y. Times Aug. 17.) 

ON TO RED CHINA went 41 of these young Americans — to 
see China’s brave efforts to rebuild her retarded, inadequate economy, 
and also to observe the harsh results of the Marxist dictatorship. The ac- 
tion of these young people in asserting their rights as free citizens of our 
republic, to go wherever doors are open, has kicked some doors open in 
this country. The State Department ruling that forbids U. S. newsmen 
to go to Red China will soon be untenable, a policy forced on the De- 
partment by the ultra-reactionary GOP block within the Administration. 

THE STUDENT TRAVELERS will come back with a realistic 
appraisal of communism’s place in history — as a brutal form of progress 
that comes only when normal progress is dammed up. They will see that 
America is safe as long as progress here continues to flow out of the 
fountains of goodwill within our society. 

THIS ACTION BY OUR OWN YOUTH enlightens what is 
happening on both sides of the Iron Curtain-— something deeper and 
far more meaningful than guided missiles or even disarmament negotia- 
tions. Slowly, and almost imperceptibly, a new generation is reaching up 
to take hold of the future. We have reported previously on the revolt of 
youth in Russia, and it continues unabated. The seething resistance of 
youth in Hungary is such that no amount of oppression — and there 
is plenty of it there now — will stamp out the will of the new generation 
to throw off the Communist yoke. A dispatch from Vienna (AP, Aug. 20) 
reports visible discontent among the Communist youth of Czechoslovakia, 
along with indifference to the Communist party program and rebellious 
“bourgeois” conduct in the class rooms. Similar reports from other sources 
come from Poland. In all these instances the “bourgeois conduct” seems 
to move in one of two directions, cither toward a greater interest in the 
political, cultural and moral concepts of the non-Communist world, with 
a marked return to religion, or towards an uninhibited plunge into pleas- 
ure-seeking, carousing and alcoholism. 

The barrenness of Marxist materialism, in short, seems to drive 
young people towards alcohol — or God! Is not the barrenness of capital- 
ist materialism doing the same thing in our society? 

RED CHINA’S BRIEF ERA of “freedom to criticize” revealed 
to the Communist overlords that they were making little progress in har- 
nessing this generation of Chinese youth to the party program. Transla- 
tions from the press in Red China, which appeared in Hong Kong papers, 
are replete with such complaints. Chinese Christians reaching Hong Kong 
analyze the situation thus, “The youth of China have accepted the revo- 
lution as an accomplished fact. The old ways have been uprooted; the 
Marxist tools were good for that— the enforced discipline, the intense 
dedication and determined action. But that phase should be over now: 
Growth comes from knowledge, knowledge is universal, the effort to 
limit ideas and knowledge means going backwards. Are we to start binding 
the feet of our young girls again?” 

THE NEW GENERATION of youth may possibly strain ma- 
terialism and tyranny out of communism and add a new found religious 
fervor and humanitarianism to the proletariat revolution. 


Garter bb thee 


Big Greed 


(continued) 
assume that the companies did not 
know what their agents were do- 
ing.” A state commissioner of in- 
surance for Massachusetts testified, 
“It is my opinion that these insur- 
ance executives know full well what 
they are doing, but it is also most 
probable that, if they expressed 
doubt about it, they must have 
been promptly overruled by execu- 
tives of the finance organizations 
who controlled them.” 
Most newspapers have — sup- 
pressed or ignored these findings. 


Conscientious Objectors 

U. S. Army officials speak highly 
of the service of conscientious ob- 
jectors in the Army’s medical serv- 
ices. Since the Army began sending 
all C. O.’s inducted to the Brooke 
Army Medical Training Center at 
San Antonio, Tex., Army spokes- 
men report that the grouping of all 
C. O.’s into one command has been 
a very successful move and _ that 
these young men make some of the 
finest, most amenable soldiers that 
wear the uniform. Brooke Training 
Center turns out 15,000 troops an- 
nually who are trained as medics 
to work in hospitals or with soldiers 
in battle. Of this total, about 10 
per cent are conscientious objec- 
tors. Col. J. G. Cocke, in charge 
of the training program, states that 
“We try to teach them (the C. O.’s) 
how to keep from getting killed. 
We teach them passive, rather than 
active measures of protection. They 
are quick to volunteer on work de- 
tails. They seem appreciative of 
the recognition that has been given 
to their beliefs and they try to 
reciprocate.” 

Disciplinary problems in the 
companies that include the C. O.’s 
are the lowest of any organization 
on the post. Venereal disease, court 
martials or company punishment 
are negligible among them. The at- 
titude of the average C.O. is ex- 
pressed by one spokesman, “None 
of us believes in taking life. But 
we are ready if necessary to give 
our lives to save men who have 
been wounded in battle.” 


CHURCH MERGER: The first 
merger, in the history of American 
Protestantism, of two denomin- 
ations with different forms of gov- 
ernment occurred with the recent 
union of the General Council of 
the Congregational Christian 
Churches and the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church. The new de- 
nomination is called the United 
Church of Christ. 








Changing Your Address? 

Let Us Know: The Post Office will not 
forward copies and we cannot send du- 
plicates of copies that go astray. PLEASE 

. . before you move, send us your new 


address and, if possible, an address label 
from a back copy. If label isn’t available, 
send new and old address to Between The 
Lines, Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 




















